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» The MAILING DATE of this communicati n appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address ~ 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )M Responsive to communication(s) filed on 03/29/02 & 04/15/02 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-53 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 14-53 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1-13 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

1 3) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)C]AII b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

Attachment s) 

1 ) S Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). . 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) S Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 9 & 10 . 6) □ Other 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

1. The information disclosure statement filed 03/29/02 and 04/15/02 have been 
considered and placed in the application file. 

Election/Restrictions 

2. Applicant's election of the Group I invention in Paper No. 8 is acknowledged. 
Because applicant did not distinctly and specifically point out the supposed errors in the 
restriction requirement, the election has been treated as an election without traverse 
(MPEP § 818.03(a)). Claims 14-53 stand withdrawn from consideration by the Examiner as 
per having been drawn to a non-elected invention. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out 
and distinctly claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his 
invention. 

4. Claims 10-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

The recited " an ingredient selected from the group consisting of — and 
combinations thereof, b) urea" per claim 10 constitutes indefinite subject matter 
as per there being no nexus between the "urea" and the "ingredient". 

Claim R j ctions - 35 USC § 102 
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5. Th foil wing is a quotati nofth appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis f rth rejections under this section mad in this Offic action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a 
foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year 
prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to 
a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

7. Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by or, in the 
alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Battrell(U.S. 4,292,035). 

Battrell discloses and exemplifies fabric softening compositions/detergent 
compositions defined basically as containing a) from about 10 to about 80 wt.%ofa 
smectite clay, b) from about 1 to about 50 wt.%ofa fabric softening agent, c) an anionic 
surfactant, d) water, e) other optional ingredients which include from 2 to about 75 wt.% 
of water-soluble fillers such as sodium carbonate, sodium bicarbonate, urea and f) from 
about 10 to about 60 wt.% of detergent builders which include cationic polymers and etc. 
See, e.g., the Abstract, col. 2, lines 28-59, col. 6, lines 50-68, col. 8, lines 33-48, col. 15, 
lines 25-68, col. 16, lines 1-38 and RUNS I - V of Battrell. Battrell therefore anticipates the 
instantly claimed invention, in both content and character. See claims 1 and 10. The use 
ofth aque us composition of Battrell for th purpose, as claimed, is tenabl sine th 
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c mposition of Battrell is ssentially the sam as and mad in ss ntiallyth sam 
manner as the claim d composition. 

As to the dependent claims, the limitations are either described in Battrell, 
suggested in Battrell or would have been obvious, on its face, to the skilled artisan and 
with a reasonable expectation of success. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a 
foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year 
prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by 
another filed in the United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for 
patent, or on an international application by another who has fulfilled the 
requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the 
invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 



The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act of 

1999 (AIPA) do not apply to the examination of this application as the application being 

examined was not (1) filed on or after November 29, 2000, or (2) voluntarily published 

under 35 U.S.C. 122(b). Therefore, this application is examined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 

prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre- AIPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subj ct matter sought t b patented and th prior art are such that th subject 
matt rasawhol would have b enobvi usatth timeth invention was made to 
a person having ordinary skill in the art t which said subject matt rp rtains. 
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Patentability shall not b negatived by th mann r in which th invention was 
mad . 

10. Claims 10-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b or e) as anticipated by or, in the 
alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Sakkab(U.S. 4,255,273), Cheng(U.S. 
4,409,136), Ives etal(U.S. 4,514,444) or Dovey et al(U.S. 6,200,944) . 

Each of Sakkab, Cheng, Ives et al and Dovey disclose aqueous compositions 
defined as containing at least urea and sodium carbonate and/or bicarbonate. See, 
e.g., col. 58, lines 1-57, col. 62, lines 10-68 and TABLES I, II, Vand VI of Sakkab, 
cols 7-9 of Cheng, cols. 12-14 of Ives et aland cols. 9-14 of Dovey. Each of 
Sakkab, Cheng, Ives et al and Dovey therefore anticipate the instantly claimed 
invention, in both content and character. 

The use of the aqueous compositions for the purpose, as claimed, is tenable sine 
the aqueous compositions of each of patentees is essentially the same as and 
made in essentially the same manner as the claimed compositions. 

Response to Arguments 

11. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-13 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

12. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is cited as of interest and/or as 
being illustrative of the general state of the art. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Judy M. Reddick whose telephone number is (703)308- 
4346. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 6:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.. 
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Ifatt mpts to reach th examin rbyt lephone are unsucc ssful,th examin r's 
supervis r, David Wu can b reach d n (703)308-2450. Th faxphon numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703)872-9310 for 
regular communications and (703)892-9311 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703)305- 
8183. 




JudyM. Reddick 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 171 3 




June 12, 2002 



